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England a service by voting for Cleveland and
against the Republican system of tariff." Witt
an astonishing lack of astuteness the British min-
ister fell into the trap and sent a reply which, while
noncommittal on particulars, exhibited friendly in-
terest in the reelection of President Cleveland.
This correspondence, when published late in the
campaign, caused the Administration to demand
his recall. A spirited statement of the case was
laid before the public by Thomas Francis Bayard,
Secretary of State, a few days before the election,
but this was not enough to undo the harm that had
been done, and the Murchison letter takes rank
with the Morey letter attributed to General Gar-
field as specimens of the value of the campaign lie
as a weapon in American party politics.

President Cleveland received a slight plurality
in the total popular vote; but by small pluralities
Harrison carried the big States, thus obtaining a
heavy majority in the electoral vote. At the same
time the Republicans obtained nearly as large
a majority in the House as the Democrats had
had before.